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Breaking news

The President of the German Football Federation just issued the following statement joining the interna-
tional community calling on FIFA--football's international governing body--to investigate news reports
that the Nigeria's Women's football coach is purging suspected lesbians from the team:

"Our association resolutely combats any kind of discrimination. This also includes the fight against ho-
mophobia. The current issue around the coach of the Nigerian national team certainly requires further
discussion. But this can only be done by the tournament host, which is FIFA."

The Women's World Cup is in full swing and FIFA is trying desperately to make the story go away and
even trying to discredit the idea that there is a problem on the Nigerian team. But Nigeria's coach was
very clear when she spoke to The New York Times, when she said "Homosexuality is a dirty thing,
spiritually and morally it is very, very wrong".

Already over 35,000 All Out members have joined the campaign, adding to the growing voices of ath-
letes, coaches and commentators pressing hard behind the scenes. The more of us that sign, the
harder it will be for FIFA to continue to ignore our call. Will you join us in telling FIFA to publicly con-
demn homophobia on Nigeria's football team? Homophobia has no place in football.

www.allout.org/fifa

Original report: June 24, 2011
Kicked off the team because of who you love? Demand that FIFA take a stand against homophobia:
Even before the Women's World Cup 2011 kicks off this Sunday, the rules have already been broken.

This week the New York Times reported! that the Nigerian Football Federation has been conducting a
witch-hunt to kick women off the national team? “not because they were bad players, but because they
were lesbians.”

For so many young women around the world, playing at the Women’s World Cup is a dream come true.
Can you imagine being kicked off your football team because of who you love?

This Sunday, Nigeria is going to take the field for the opening game of the Women's World Cup. Can
you sign the petition telling FIFA--football's international governing body--to publicly condemn this kind
of systematic discrimination? Tell them that homophobia has no place in the league. We'll deliver your
comments to FIFA next week, during the games.

This should be a no-brainer for FIFA, which has a long history of standing up to discrimination around
the world®. In 1961 FIFA expelled South Africa from the World Cup because of its racist apartheid sys-
tem, readmitting them only in 1991 after the release of Nelson Mandela. In 2001 FIFA passed the
Buenos Aires Resolution against racism, and followed it up with an ambitious “Say No to Racism” cam-
paign, in response to the problem of racist taunts hurled at players around the world. And just last year
the FIFA president responded to international pressure and apologized for a remark offensive to LGBT
people, saying, "it was not my intention and never will be my intention to go into any discrimination ...
this is exactly what we are against."

Now, as LGBT people around the world are gaining visibility and participating more fully in community
life, including sports, they are too often met with discrimination, and violence. This has been especially
true in Africa, where right wing Evangelical movements have recently singled-out and demonized LGBT
people. One of the most high-profile recent cases in sport was that of Eudy Simelane, a beloved South
African football player who was raped, beaten, stabbed and left to die near her own home last year.

That’s why in Nigeria, where lesbians are sometimes ostracized and subjected to beatings, the Nigerian



national football coach is playing a dangerous game with her homophobic witch-hunt. But there’s
something we can do about it. In the battle against bigotry and discrimination, FIFA has real moral au-
thority, and they can use that authority to take a clear stand against discrimination. With the Women’s
World Cup launching this weekend, will you take a moment to ask FIFA president Joseph Blatter to
publicly condemn Nigeria's anti-gay campaign and make clear that homophobia has no place in foot-
ball?

All the best and All Out,

Andre, Erika, Guillaume, Jeremy, Joseph, Nita, Oli, Prerna, Tile, Wesley and the rest of the team at All
Out

P.S. Stay up-to-date on our campaign by joining our Facebook page and following us on Twitter.
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